Family Engagement:
Building Strong Partnerships
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Why an Annual Symposium?

Embrace, Inspire and Challenge Every Student Every Day

« Today’s Mission: to engage stakeholders in a meaningful interaction
to establish a shared vision and understanding of

effective Family & Community Engagement
practices

 Our Goal Today: 1.) Provide and analyze survey results

2.) Build capacity for meaningful partnerships
between home and school

3.) Engage in meaningful collaboration that
promotes strong school home partnerships




Embrace, Inspire and Challenge Every Student Every Day

 Today’s Objectives:

Why an Annual Symposium?

Family & Community Engagement as a part of:

1.) Survey Data

2.) Survey Analysis, and

3.) Dialogue and Action Planning
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Survey Response Comparisons

2012 - 2013



Survey Response Comparisons

Embrace, Inspire and Challenge Every Student Every Day

Breakdown of Response Returns

15% of total district responded in 2012
17% of total district responded in 2013 with a total enroliment
increase year-over-year

11% -- Highest response rates by grade level was tied
(for both 6™ grade and Kindergarten families)

Total Responses Elementary Middle School High School




Survey Responses

Embrace, Inspire and Challenge Every Student Every Day

Total Survey Responses
2012: 1,633
2013: 1,937

Paper-based

Web-based
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Total Survey Responses Total Survey Responses
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a survey
last year
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2013 Detailed Demographics

Embrace, Inspire and Challenge Every Student Every Day

Gender

Ethnicity of Female Reponses ONLY Ethnicity of Male Reponses ONLY
American
Other, 3% Other,3% __Indian, 1%

Asian, 5%

Black/
African
American,
22%

Asian, 14%

Black/Afric

White/ ai
American,

21%

White/
Caucasian, Hispanic or Caucasian,
66% Latino, 4% 56%

Hispanic or
Latino, 5%




2013 Detailed Demographics

Embrace, Inspire and Challenge Every Student Every Day

Relationship to Student

Relationship to Student

27 27
Parent Grandparent Legal Guradian

Marital Status

Gifted Special Ed 504 Plan
Services

* 63% of responses are not in any specified
program

Married Separated Divorced
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Survey Responses

2013



How often would you like
to receive District info?

Daily Weekly Bi-weekly Monthly Quarterly Other

Current District information

M Yes
" No
M Somewhat

Is DISTRICT news/information Do you find it easy to locate news
clear, informative and useful? / information you need on the
DISTRICT website?

Effective Communication:
District to Home Communication

What channel do you Prefer vs Use

to receive District info?

Preference [ ]
Current Usage

Review

In comparison, at school building level, families

identified these channels:

— 55% Alert Now

— 41% Teacher Relationship
— 37% Emall

— 37% School Newsletter
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Effective Communication:
School to Home Communication

Embrace, Inspire and Challenge Every Student Every Day

FROM School: Information Provided

No

= Somewhat

Do you receive enough Is the information clear and Do you know whom to Do you receive notice far
information about your child's easy to understand? contact when you have enough in advance regarding
academic performance? questions and/or concerns? SCHOOL activities and

meetings?
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A Welcoming School

Parent Perspective of School Environment

No

= Somewhat

Clear Signage

Main Office Staff School is a Safe

professional,
polite & helpful

Place

Engage families Feel Welcomed at Families Viewed

from Diverse
backgrounds

school

as Equal partners
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Learning at Home

Embrace, Inspire and Challenge Every Student Every Day

Learning At Home

No

® Somewhat

Regularly receive Monitor student's Awareness of Parent Understand Title1 Academic support &
inform & ideas for assignments, grades Resource Center & its Programs resources is provided
home support & attendance workshops

13



Embrace, Inspire and Challenge Every Student Every Day

Learning at Home

Usage of Home Access Center (HAC) by Families

W Regularhy

Sometimes

m Mot Often

B Not at All

=N/A

Elementary
(4th & 5th ONLY)

Middle School

High School

14



Volunteering at School

Embrace, Inspire and Challenge Every Student Every Day

Where Do Families Want to Volunteer

74% know of volunteer opportunities in their buildings
67% know whom to contact to volunteer
32% unable to volunteer

In a classroom On school On a School On adistrict Onthe PTA Where needed Unable to
trips Committee = committee MOST Volunteer
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Embrace, Inspire and Challenge Every Student Every Day

For Elementary Schools

M Yes
H No
™ Not Sure

Did you receive Did you receive

Do you believe Are you aware of
parent inputis programs that
considered? help decision
making with
student learning?

info on how to
join parent orgs
at any level?

info on how to
participate in
school planning?

0

Shared Decision Making

For Secondary Schools

M Yes

H No

= Not Sure

Did you receive Did you receive

Do you believe Are you aware of
parent inputis programs that
considered? help decision
making with
student learning?

info on how to
join parent orgs
at any level?

info on how to
participate in
school planning?
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Parent Involvement

Parent Teacher Conference Attendance
(Reasons for NOT Attending)

m Excellent

Good

78% attended at least 1 Parent Teacher
Conference this school year

= Fair

H Poor

How would you rate parent involvement at your school?

Parent Involvement to Academic achievement

Work Schedule  Transportation Language Childcare Unable to
schedule a
different day/time

W Extremely Important

Very Important

B Important

M Slighthy Important

B Mot Im portant

How important is parent involvement to your child's academic achievement?

17
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Survey Responses

2013 — Comments Sections



The “Comments” Sections

2012 2013
 Provided only 1 all encompassing <+ Provided a comment box at the end
“‘comment box” at the end of the of each section
survey for anything that we — 7 areas in total
missed
— 459 responses — 1,346 responses
— 4 themes were highlighted: — 4 areas with the most comments:
« Communication « Communication - District & School
 Family Engagement including HAC & Academics
« Home Access Center (HAC)/ » Parent Involvement
Academics  Welcoming Environment

« Bullying / Discipline * Volunteering



Areas of Strength

General knowledge of who to go
to with concerns

Main office staff is professional,
polite and helpful

Welcoming schools

Belief by parents that involvement
Is extremely important to
academic success

How Did We Do Overall?

Areas of Need

Navigation of District website and
School websites

Not enough info about academic
performance (HAC)

Focus effort on engaging families
of diverse backgrounds

Knowledge of Title | program
benefits

Shared Decision Making

Work schedules a barrier for
parents who did not attend at least
one Parent-Teacher Conference
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Group Discussions

2013 — Guiding Questions



Guiding Questions
Today’s group discussions

* What does a true partnership school look like?

« What does a true partnership school sound like?

 What do we need to build for a true partnership?
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Guiding Questions
The three “R”s of family engagement

Embrace, Inspire and Challenge Every Student Every Day

« What structures and resources will we use to build
parent support for student learning?

« How will we create an environment that fosters

home/school relationships that transcend culture and
learning?

« How will we help one another understand the significant
roles needed to support all students?

23
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Thank you!!

For your participation, time &
insights today.



